Presentation

This course, which is part of the Doctoral Programme “Argumentation Practices
in Context”, ARGUPOLIS, will examine argumentation practices from a socio-
S NF| psychological and dialogical approach. It will put special emphasis upon the
Pro*Doc way in which participants in various types of group orientate their cognitive and
argumentative activity according to their definition of the situation. Considering
that the “context” is not only “out there”, but is also a result of the participants’
interactions, particular attention will be paid to the concept of “framing”, which
forms an integral part of the activity that the participants carry out in order to
. . . . L make sense of the situation.
Argumentatlon and framlng in collective activities On a thematic level, the course will focus upon social activities in which
argumentation appears to be central: teaching-learning at school and dinner talk
in the family. These will be analysed in the light of the concept of “framing”.

In recent years, research trends pertaining to socio-cultural psychology stressed
the fundamental role of social interactions and dialogue in learning and thinking
processes. More specifically, a number of studies showed that under some
conditions, argumentation may bring about learning and new understanding.
Nathalie Muller Mirza will present pedagogical activities that are based on an e-
learning environment, and explore the issues of framing, learning and
argumentation. These notions will also be addressed in a debate in which the
participants will be invited to discuss the notion of “context”.

Another set of studies is also focused upon learning and discourse, but in
informal settings, such as dinner talk in the family. Francesco Arcidiacono will
raise the issue of socialisation and argumentation in family situations, with a
special emphasis on dinner talk. In fact, research carried out in this field showed
that behind their apparent banality, dinner talks provide children with
opportunities of learning that deal not only with new content of knowledge, but
also with various types of discourse. In this respect, argumentation is an
important element of informal learning.

Michele Grossen will introduce the notion of “framing” by drawing upon a
corpus of focus group situations in which the participants had to argue about
moral dilemmas. This will be followed by a discussion on the way in which the
notions of “context” and “framing” are handled in all the studies presented.

As a conclusion and in a discussion led by Anne-Nelly Perret-Clermont and
Michele Grossen, the participants will be invited to reflect on their own research
methodology and analytical tools from the viewpoint of context and framing.
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i X On a practical level, the course will include various working modalities: talks,
i ll collaborative group work and group discussions.
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Goals

At the end of the course, the participants should:

¥ have developed a better understanding of the intertwinement between
argumentation and learning processes in formal and informal settings;

¥ be able to identify different epistemological approaches to the notion of
framing and “context”, and to understand the theoretical and methodological
issues they raise;

¥ Dbe able to locate their own theoretical and methodological research within the
various approaches on context that were discussed.

Speakers

Francesco Arcidiacono, Faculty of Humanities and Human Sciences, University
of Neuchatel

Michele Grossen, Faculty of Political and Social Sciences, University of
Lausanne (UNIL).

Nathalie Muller Mirza, Faculty of Political and Social Sciences, UNIL.
Anne-Nelly Perret-Clermont, Faculty of Humanities and Human Sciences,
University of Neuchatel.

Programme
Thursday, 11 June

13:30 Welcome

14:00 Introduction
Nathalie Muller Mirza & Michéle Grossen

14:30  Argumentation and framing in learning activities
Nathalie Muller Mirza

16:30  Discussing and arguing the notion of context
Nathalie Muller Mirza & Michéle Grossen

Friday, 12 June

9:00 Socialisation processes in the family: the role of argumentation
Francesco Arcidiacono

10:30  Framing activities in group discussions
Michele Grossen
Discussants: Anne-Nelly Perret-Clermont, Nathalie Muller Mirza &
Francesco Arcidiacono

13:30  Context and argumentation: Theoretical and methodological issues
Group session based on the participants’ research
Anne-Nelly Perret-Clermont & Michéle Grossen

15:30  General discussion and conclusion

16:00  End

Where

Crét-Bérard - 1070 Puidoux (near Lausanne) - Phone: +41 (0)21 946 03 60
Fax: +41 (0)21 946 03 78 — www.cret-berard.ch

Yverdon, Neuchatel wp|

Registration

This course of the doctoral programme ARGUPOLIS is open in priority to the
doctoral students who are registered in the doctoral programme.

On request, other doctoral students, or researchers may also participate.
Requests for application should be addressed to Sara Greco Morasso
(Sara.Greco@lu.unisi.ch), Argupolis coordinator, University of Lugano, in
accordance with the rules published on www.argupolis.net. Deadline for
registration: May, 15"

Accommodation

For the students of the doctoral programme ARGUPOLIS, accommodation, and food
are provided by the organisers. For them, travel expanses are also taken in charge.

Texts to read beforehand

Some texts should imperatively be read before the beginning of the course since
they will be used in the first part of the course. These texts will be put on the
ARGUPOLIS website www.argupolis.net for the doctoral students who are
regular members of the doctoral programme. The other participants will receive
them on the online course “Argumentation and framing in collective activities”
to which all the participants (Argupolis PhD students and external guests) will
be given access by e-mail as soon as their registration is accepted.

Contact
For any question regarding the registration and programme, please contact Sara

Greco Morasso (Sara.Greco@lu.unisi.ch), Argupolis coordinator, University of
Lugano.




