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Course description 
 
This is a course in formal dialectic, a subject shortly introduced in last year’s logic course 
(‘Logic and Formal Dialectic’). It is intended to enrich the scope of your experience with 
formal dialectic by the study of a number of particular dialogue games (also called: ‘systems 
of formal dialectic’). Though this course is a kind of sequel to the logic course, and the latter 
course will certainly help you to master the concepts, the vocabulary, and the notations used 
by formal dialecticians, I wouldn’t make the logic course a prerequisite for following the 
present course. But those who were not in the logic course, should have at least some slight 
acquaintance with propositional logic and should study the paper ‘Logic and Games’ from the 
reader before the course starts (others may want to reread it). 

After a general introduction, we shall study two types of dialogue games: Hamblin games and 
Lorenzen games. We’ll start with the Hamblin games, first of all Hamblin’s own “Why-
Because system with questions”, also known as ‘system H’, then some of Mackenzie’s 
systems. We’ll see how these systems handle problems relating to traditional fallacies such as 
begging the question, many questions, and equivocation. Next come the Lorenzen games, an 
example of which was presented in the logic course. We shall have a look at the way rules for 
these games can be motivated from the point of view of argumentation theory. Otherwise than 
in Hamblin games, in these games the concept of a winning strategy is of paramount 
importance. We shall go through many examples to get a good grasp of the way these games 
work. Finally, we shall discuss the advantages and drawbacks of the two types of games and 
see how one can have the best of both by embedding dialogues of the Lorenzen type into 
those of the Hamblin type. 

Classes will consist of a mixture of lecturing, close readings of parts of some of the papers in 
the reader, discussions, and individual work on exercises.  

For those who need credit, the course will be concluded by an essay (about 3000 words) on a 
subject connected with formal dialectic, to be submitted before the end of June.  You will 
receive some comment on your essay by the end of July. 
 
 
 



Time schedule 
 

Tuesday, March 30 
Afternoon 14-18 1. Introduction 
 2. Hamblin’s system H; the Woods and Walton segment 
 3. Mackenzie’s systems 1 (consistency), 2 (begging the question) and 3 

(equivocation) 
 4. Exercises 
 
Wednesday, March 31  
Morning    9-12 1. Discussion of exercises 
 2. Motivation for the rules of some systems of formal dialectic 
 3. Essentials of Lorenzen games and examples 
  
Afternoon 14-18 1. Winning strategies and dialogical tableaux 
 2. Exercises in Lorenzen games  
 3. Comparison and discussion of the two types of games 
 4. Embedding of Lorenzen games into Hamblin games 
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